Dressage for Werne MWortale

An Interview with Trainer Craig Stevens, by Dawn Hill

ike a prophetic voice calling in the wilderness, Craig
‘E Stevens offers hope to the aspiring dressage rider. “I
firmly believe the highest levels are accessible to us
‘mortals,” says Stevens, who moved his National School of
Academic Equitation from Virginia to Washington in 1995.
Operating out of a small barn in Snohomish, Craig works with
an assortment of horses that few in the dressage world would
describe as “elite.” But through patience and application of the
classic principles he has spent his life studying, these horses are
brought to the point of the “high school” movements of passage,
piaffe, tempe changes, and ultimately, barring serious physical
impairment, to the “airs above the ground.”

Though little known in the United States, Craig is considered
a “master” in Sweden, where he has a large and enthusiastic
following. He has traveled to that country seven times in the last
year and a half, giving both clinics and private lessons. He has
also taught in Canada and Finland, and has invitations from
Denmark, Norway, Germany, Australia and the U.K. He has
given a clinic at the Swedish National Riding School and an
instructors’ clinic for the Swedish National Equestrian Federa-
tion, and has had articles written about him in many publica-
tions, including Ridsport, Sweden’s largest horse magazine. Dag
Natterqvist, Sweden’s most decorated rider, has called Craig
“the most advanced instructor to come to Sweden since the early
1950s.”

In the United States he has done a demonstration in the high
airs for the International Arabian Sport Horse Association
(IASHA), and a USDF-funded clinic for the Keystone Dressage
and Combined Training Association in Pennsylvania. He also
did a tour in Canada demonstrating high school dressage with

the Royal Lippizaners.
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I caught up with Craig on a rainy day in November, shortly
after his return from another trip to Sweden. [ watched as he rode
and worked several horses in hand, perfecting such skills as
piroucttes, terre a terre, a highly collected, two-beat canter, and
levade. Each immaculately turned-out horse appeared happy in
his work and eager to please. Most of the advanced level work
was done on extremely light contact and sometimes on a com-
pletely loose remn! | was feeling a little heady over my good
fortunc in snagging this interview and very thankful when we
finally sat down to malk.

Flyng Changes: Craig, you're riding and teaching at levels
most of us enly dream of. What is your background? How did
you get to where you are today?

Craig: I've been working with horses all my life. I went to a
military prep school and rode on their cavalry team and have
since studied just about every aspect of horsemanship. I've
worked with hamess racers, polo ponies, fox hunters, eventers,
dressage hosses and Arab show horses. I went to Kentucky to
learn collection from the saddle seat people, then turned to the
study of classseal horsemanship.

| worked for several barns on the East coast, instructing in the
vanous discaphnes, training and barn managing. In the late '70-.
[ studied dressage and combined training with Francois Lemaric
de Ruffieu in Readington, New Jersey. Then in the "80s, I wa-
privileged 10 go to Europe on several occasions and studied wit!
Joao Olivewra in Portugal, and Henri Bouzar, Michael Henrique:
and Cathenne Durand in France. I have also worked withsever.
members of the Cadre Noir.

Flymg Changes That's quite aresume’! It's amazing to me th
you have such an extensive background and yet so few of us he
in the Northrwest have heard of you. Why is that?
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